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AWAKENING AMONG STUDENTS
The message of Bardoli has not yet been fully delivered.
But incomplete as it still is, it has taught us lessons which we
shall not easily forget. It has revived our drooping spirits, it
has brought us new hope, it has shown the immense possibilities
of mass non-violence practised not from conviction, but like
most virtues with most of us as a policy. The descriptions I
have heard from eye-witnesses of the wonderful demonstration
held in Bombay in honour of Shri Vallabhbhai Patel, the spon-
taneous offering of Rs. 25,000, the affectionate besieging of his
car, the showering of gold and bank notes on him as he was
passing through the huge crowds, the ovation that signalized
his entry into the theatre are proof of what Bardoli has wrought
in the space of a few months by its courage and sufferings.
Marked as the awakening has been throughout India, it has
been more marked amongst the students and the most among
the Bombay students. I tender my congratulations to Shri Nari-
man and the brave lads and lasses on whom he has acquired
such a wonderful hold. And among the students the eye-
witnesses single out the three Parsi girls, Miss Davar and
Misses Bhesania, who by their boundless enthusiasm and cou-
rage are said to have electrified the student world in Bombay.
Mahadev Desai has a letter from a student in a Poona College
whose students on the 4th instant spontaneously observed the
Students' Bardoli Day, stopped all work and made collections
to which there was a willing response. May this manifestation
of courage on the part of the students of Government colleges
and schools never die out nor fail at the crucial moment. The
letters being received from students of self-denial practised by
them for the sake of paying their humble mite to the Bardoli
funds are most touching. The students of the Gurukul Kangdi,
Vaishya Vidyalaya, Sasawane, a hostel in Ghatkopar,-Supa
Gurukul.near Navsari and several other institutions which I
qannot recall at the time of writing have been either doing
labour to earn a few rupees or denying themselves milk and
ghee for a month or less.
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